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Dear Prof Mc Mullin,

Thank you for your message to the Labour Party in relation to t a Citizens Convention for a Post
Carbon Ireland. Joan Burton has asked me to reply.

The Labour Party, in Government, ensured that the coalition did more than any of its predecessors
to face up to our responsibility to future generations. We were also the first Irish Government to pass
legislation that commits us – in law – to meeting EU targets for reducing carbon emissions and
adopting renewable energy.

When Minister Alex White published the Energy White Paper last December, we became the first
Irish Government to commit to a zerocarbon energy future for our country. We were also the first
Irish Government to pass legislation that commits us – in law – to meeting EU targets for reducing
carbon emissions and adopting renewable energy.

The Energy White Paper set out a framework of 90 actions designed to wean our country off fossil
fuels over the coming years, while ensuring that the people of Ireland continue to have a secure
supply of affordable energy. We intend to replace high carbon fuels like coal and peat with cleaner
alternatives like natural gas over the mediumterm. And, over time, we will decarbonise our economy
and society entirely, replacing fossil fuels with renewables and reducing energy demand through
greatly enhanced energy efficiency in our homes, businesses and public spaces. As a result, we will
reduce our energyrelated carbon emissions by between 80% and 95%, compared to 1990 levels, by
2050 – before moving to generate 100% of our energy needs from clean sources by the end of the
century.

Labour, if returned to government, wants to reinstate the constitutional convention during 2017, and
provide the convention with more time to consider broad issues in greater detail. I hope that this may
provide the opportunity to consider some of the important environmental issues you raise.

We are also committed to establishing a new forum for a Community Energy Engagement and this
seems to mirror pretty much your proposals. We know the challenges and opportunities around
climate change cannot be met by Government acting alone. Labours White Paper on Energy was
based on extensive consultation and we will continue to strengthen the role of citizens in shaping our
future. Our aim is to put citizens at the heart of energy policy. We need public engagement and
debate on the challenges that arise from our climate commitments. To facilitate this debate, we will
establish a National Energy Forum under an Independent Chair. This will bring together citizens and
stakeholders to find the best way to deliver a fully green economy.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=10e980433c&view=pt&search=all&msg=152df68746572adb&siml=152df6874657…
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The full manifesto will be published tomorrow Monday 15th.

Hoping this is satisfactory.

Dermot Lacey

https://www.labour.ie/download/pdf/labour_growing_the_green_economy_hr_new_3.pdf
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*Email Disclaimer"This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended
solely for use by the addressee. Any unauthorised dissemination, distribution or copying of this
message and any attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this email in error,
please notify the sender and delete the message. Any views or opinions presented in this e
mail may solely be the views of the author and cannot be relied upon as being those of Dublin
City University. Email communications such as this cannot be guaranteed to be virusfree,
timely, secure or errorfree and Dublin City University does not accept liability for any such
matters or their consequences. Please consider the environment before printing this e
mail."Séanadh Ríomhphoist"Tá an ríomhphost seo agus aon chomhad a sheoltar leis faoi rún
agus is lena úsáid ag an seolaí agus sin amháin é. Tá cosc iomlán ar scaipeadh, dháileadh nó
chóipeáil neamhúdaraithe ar an teachtaireacht seo agus ar aon cheangaltán atá ag dul leis. Má
tá an ríomhphost seo faighte agat trí dhearmad cuir sin in iúl le do thoil don seoltóir agus scrios
an teachtaireacht. D’fhéadfadh sé gurb iad tuairimí an údair agus sin amháin atá in aon tuairimí
no dearcthaí atá curtha i láthair sa ríomhphost seo agus níor chóir glacadh leo mar thuairimí nó
dhearcthaí Ollscoil Chathair Bhaile Átha Cliath. Ní ghlactar leis go bhfuil cumarsáid ríomhphoist
den sórt seo saor ó víreas, in am, slán, nó saor ó earráid agus ní ghlacann Ollscoil Chathair
Bhaile Átha Cliath le dliteanas in aon chás den sórt sin ná as aon iarmhairt a d’eascródh astu.
Cuimhnigh ar an timpeallacht le do thoil sula gcuireann tú an ríomhphost seo i gcló."*
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